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General information

This seminar provides an overview of past and current work on quantitative
productivity, one of the main areas of application of corpora in morphology.

After a theoretical introduction to the field, the seminar will feature a
“hands-on” part, in which we will analyze the productivity of various classes
of words in sections of the British National Corpus. Through this task, the
participants will familiarize themselves with two powerful and free tools for cor-
pus analysis: the IMS Corpus WorkBench1 and the R statistical computing
software.2

Handouts and papers on relevant topics will be made available during the
meetings.

Detailed program

Corpora and their use in morphology

• Corpora: General overview

• Data in morphology (dictionaries and corpora)

• The “importance of low frequency events” dilemma

Productivity: theory and examples

• Introduction and motivation

• Lexical statistics and quantitative productivity

• Applications to English derivational morphology
1http://www.ims.uni-stuttgart.de/projekte/CorpusWorkbench/
2http://www.r-project.org/
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Morphology and Corpora

• Methodological issues: pre-processing, the “variable constant” problem,
randomness

• The linguistic interpretation of quantitative productivity: parsing and pro-
ductivity, productivity and semantic transparency, need and competition

• Conclusion: the past and future of quantitative productivity studies

Laboratory practice

• Introduction to the IMS Corpus WorkBench (CWB)

• Exploring a corpus with CWB/cqp

• Extraction of frequency lists

• Introduction to the basic functionalities of R

• Studying lexical richness and productivity with CWB and R
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